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Water Pollution and Its Impact on the Right to Safe Water

under International Law: The Shatt al-Arab as a Case Study
Abeer Ali Abdalazeez
University of Anbar- College of Political Science
Abstract:

Water pollution constitutes one of the most significant environmental
and legal challenges facing the international community today due to its direct
adverse effects on human life, public health, and the environment, as well as
its negative impact on the sustainable utilization of water resources. The
seriousness of this issue becomes even greater in relation to shared
watercourses, where pollution originating from domestic activities within the
territory of a State overlaps with transboundary pollution generated by
activities carried out in other States. This overlap complicates the
identification ofthe causes and consequences of pollution and raises complex
legal questions concerning the scope of the international obligations
incumbent upon States to protect water resources and ensure the realization of
the right to safe water. This study aims to examine the concept of water
pollution and the right to safe water and to explore the relationship between
them in light of the rules of international law. It further analyzes the
international obligations incumbent upon the State possessing the water
resource to protect water from pollution and to ensure its sustainability and
suitability for human use. In addition, the study examines the obligations of
other States in addressing transboundary pollution, particularly in the context
of shared watercourses where both domestic and external sources of p ollution
converge. The Shatt al-Arab Waterwayis adopted as a case study to
demonstrate the practical implications of water pollution on the effective
enjoyment of the right to safe water.

Keywords: Water Pollution, Rightto Safe Water, Shatt al-Arab, Shared Water
Resources, Transboundary Pollution, International Law.
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