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Contemporary Transformation Jurisprudence and Its Impact
on the Flexibility of Islamic Legal Rulings Between Constants

and Variables: An Analytical Jurisprudential Study
Assistant Lecturer. Ayat Aziz Abbas Dhaher
University of Al-Muthanna - College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

This study examines the concept of the “Figh of Contemporary
Transformations” as one of the vital and evolving fields within Islamic
jurisprudence. It highlights the ability of Islamic law to interact with temporal,
spatial, social, economic, and technological changes without compromising
its immutable principles and foundational values. The research aims to
establish the theoretical foundations of flexibility in Islamic legal rulings and
to clarify the juristic criteria that distinguish between immutable and
changeable rulings. It also emphasizes the role of maqasid al-shari‘ah
(objectives of Islamic law), legal maxims, and figh al-ma’alat (consideration
of consequences) in directing contemporary ijtihad in a manner thatachieves
public welfare while accommodating the developments of modern life within
the framework of Islamic legal principles. The study adopts both inductive and
analytical methodologies through examining relevant Qur’anic texts,
Prophetic traditions, and juristic principles related to the subject, and
analyzing them in light of contemporary transformations. The research further
benefits from the opinions of contemporary scholars and applies these
principles to practical modern cases, particularly in the areas of digital issues,
modern financial transactions, and selected contemporary social and medical
developments resulting from rapid global changes. The study also seeks to
demonstrate that the flexibility of Islamic jurisprudence does not imply
abandoning definitive rulings or subjecting religious texts to unrestricted
change; rather, it reflects the existence of dynamic juristic mechanisms
capable ofbalancing constancy and renewal, preserving Islamic identity while
responding to contemporary realities and needs. The research concludes that
Islamic jurisprudence possesses inherent methodological flexibility that
enables it to accommodate emerging issues and respond effectively to
contemporary transformations, provided that it adheres to established juristic
and maqasid-based principles that maintain balance between stability and
renewal. It further concludes that many contemporary challenges arise not
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from deficiencies in Islamic law itself, but from misunderstanding,

misinterpretation, or improper application of Islamic rulings.

Keywords: Figh of Transformations, Flexibility of Legal Rulings, Constants
and Variables, Maqasid Al-Shari‘Ah, Figh Al-Ma’alat,
Contemporary Ijtihad.
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