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Aesthetics of the Persona and its Manifestations in the Poetry of
Abdul Razzaq Abdul Wahid: An Artistic and Semantic Study
Rashid Abd Jadie
Ministry of Education- General Directorate of Anbar Education

Abstract:

The "mask" in modern Arabic poetry represents one of the most prominent
artistic techniques employed by poets to express intellectual, political, and
existential stances, transcending the limits of direct subjective experience. The
poetry of Abdul Razzaq Abdul Wahid (1930-2015) serves as a significant
model for this technique; he utilized the mask as an aesthetic and intellectual
tool that imbues the text with dramatic dimensions, multiple voices, and
profound meanings, transforming the poem into a space that transcends the
boundaries of time and space. For Abdul Wahid, the mask is not a mere formal
device; rather, it is a deep semantic structure that enriches the text, opens new
horizons for interpretation, and embodies the poet's interaction with both
heritage and contemporary reality simultaneously. Accordingly, this artistic
and semantic study explores the manifestations of the mask in the poet’s
works, demonstrating that it is not merely an artistic technique but an
intellectual tool utilized to express his national and existential concerns,
moving beyond direct expressions of his political and social positions. The
masks in his texts vary between historical, religious, popular, and symbolic
forms, allowing him to create texts with high dramatic energy, where voices
intertwine and clash to reflect the tragedy of Iraq, its resilience, and its
aspiration for renaissance. Ultimately, this research affirms that the mask for
Abdul Wahid serves as a means of artistic disguise on the one hand, and a tool
for revealing the layers of collective memory and history on the other,
transforming the poet’s individual voice into a collective one that expresses
both grief and hope.

Keywords: Mask, Aesthetics of the Mask, Abdul Razzaq Abdul Wahid.
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