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Trends of Political Theater in Iraq: A Comparison Between
the Pre- and Post-Fall Periods
Dr. Mustafa Nazar Saeed Majid
Ibn Sina University of Medical and Pharmaceutical Sciences- College of Medicine
Abstract:

Political theatre in Iraq represents an important reflection of the
historical, political, and social transformations exp erienced by Iraqi society.
Over several decades, it has served as a space for expressing the tension
between authority and thought, as well as between imposed restrictions and
society’s aspirations for freedom. Since its emergence in the mid-twentieth
century, Iraqi theatre has been closely linked to major political events,
becominga cultural platformthat reflects social awareness and embodies the
ambitions of society in confronting repression and the restriction of freedoms.
Before 2003, political theatre operated within a strict framework of
censorship, which compelled playwrights and theatre practitioners to employ
symbolic and suggestive techniques to express their critical positions toward
political realities. Theatrical texts often relied on implication, allusion, and
the evocation of history and myth as indirect artistic tools for addressing
sensitive political and social issues. Within this context, a number of theatre
artists succeeded in formulating a critical discourse concealed behind
symbolic representations, enabling theatre to performa subtle form of protest
while preserving its aesthetic and intellectual depth. After 2003, Iraqi political
theatre witnessed significant transformations as a result of the political
changes that occurred in the country. Censorship restrictions declined and the
space for freedom of expression expanded. Consequently, theatre
increasingly adopted a more direct and explicit discourse in addressing issues
such as occupation, corruption, sectarianism, and the fragmentation of
national identity. However, these changes sometimes led to a decline in
symbolic and aesthetic dimensions in favor of direct ex pressions of anger and
social suffering. A comparison between the two periods reveals that theatre
before 2003 was characterized by symbolic depth despite restrictions,
whereas theatre afterward became more daring and exp licit, while continuing
to uphold its fundamental aim of defending the Iraqi people and the values of
freedom and dignity.

Keywords: Political Theatre, Freedom, Censorship, Symbolism, Critical Discourse.
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