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Sport as a Catalyst for Social Integration- A Review of UN
Development Programs in Post-Conflict Communities
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1,23 University of Anbar- College of Political Science
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Abstract:

This study examines sport as one of the modern and effective tools for
achieving social integration in post-conflict societies. Sport, as the broadest
manifestation of daily cultural coexistence, has become an ideal means to
successfully integrate people from different cultures. Because the dilemma of
social integration extends beyond the national sphere, the study adopted the
United Nations development programs as a model for modern means of
achieving social integration, especially since sport has been included in the
seventeen Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations. The
importance of the study lies in the fact that it addresses sport not only as a
practice of physical activity, butalso as a social activity that contributes to the
interaction of young people through group games, instilling in them a spirit of
community and selflessness, strengthening the connection to society, and
expressing the cultural concepts of the individual. Through examining several
models of the effectiveness of the United Nations development programs, the
study concluded that sports activities have become safe spaces for social
integration and the development ofleadership skills in post-conflict societies,
which contributes to building a safe and sustainable society.

Keywords: Sport, Social Integration, United Nations Development
Programmes, Post-Conflict Societies.
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