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The Impact of Peaceful Coexistence and Interfaith Dialogue on
Iraqi National Security
Dr. Hala Hathal Hadi! Dr. Zina Younas Hussein?
'Mustansiriyah University- College of Law
Mustansirtyah University- College of Physical Educationand Sports Sciences
Abstract:

Peaceful coexistence and interfaith dialogue are vital for fostering
mutual respect, understanding, and social harmony among different religious
groups. By promoting open communication and addressing common
challenges, these efforts help reduce prejudices, combat extremism, promote
stability, and transform diversity into a foundation for peace rather than
conflict. It is important to emphasize the essential functions of interfaith
dialogue and coexistence, which include resolving and preventing conflicts.
Dialogue is an effective tool for reducing religious tensions, dismantling
prejudices, and preventing violence. Building mutual trust by providing
platforms for different faiths to interact, such as the Emerging Peacebuilders
Forum, these initiatives promote understanding and build trust among
communities. Shared values and social action through the cooperation of
different faiths to achieve common ethical goals, such as combating climate
change, reducing poverty, and promoting human rights, are necessities, in
addition to empowering youth in society, as the active participation of young
leaders and different religious groups contributes to challenging prejudices
within families and communities and encouraging a culture of empathy. It is
worth highlighting that the fundamental principles for the success of peaceful
coexistence in multi-religious and sectarian societies are mutual respect—
recognizing the humanity and dignity of others regardless of their beliefs —
and openness and understanding, achieved through making a sincere effort to
learn from others and build deep personal relationships. Therefore, peaceful
coexistence is manifested through cooperative interactions between Hindus
and Muslims or Muslims and Christians. This interaction does not aim to
change beliefs, but rather to deepen understanding and work together to create
a peaceful world for every person, regardless of their religion, belief, or race.
Keywords: Peaceful Coexistence, Religious Diversity, Ethnic Conflicts.
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