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The Arms Trade Treaty and its Role in Regulating

Contemporary International Security
Marwan Mohammed Abbood
University of Anbar- College of Political Science
Abstract:
This study aims to provide an overview ofthe Arms Trade Treaty'srole in
regulating contemporary international security, as well as to examine its
ability to curb theillicit flow of conventional weapons worldwide, explore its
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role in regulating international peace and security, and assess its success in
governing conventional arms exports. The study begins with the fundamental
premise that the treaty represents a significant and progressive step towards
strengthening global governance in the field of security and armaments.
However, its effectiveness on the ground remains limited by several factors,
including national sovereignty on the one hand, and the divergent interests of
states, particularly major powers, on the other. Furthermore, anumber of states
have yet to join the treaty. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
approach to determine the extent of states' compliance with the treaty's
provisions and the mmpact of this compliance on the stability of the
international system. Ultimately, the study concludes that despite its political
and legal importance as an instrument for global security governance, the
treaty faces implementation challenges, in addition to the divergent policies
and interests of states, which hinder its ability to bring about a genuine
transformation in the structure of international security.

Keywords: Arms Control, Arms Trade Treaty, International Security,

Conventional Weapons, Armed Conflicts.
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